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EXCAVATIONS AT THE SETTLEMENT
OF ARTYUSHCHENKO I (BUGAZSKOE)
ON THE TAMAN PENINSULA

The classical-time settlement of Artyushchenko I (Bugazskoe) is situated
on the Taman peninsula, approximately 15 km south-east of what is now
the Cossack village (stanitsa) Taman (ancient Hermonassa), on the shore
of the Black Sea. The settlement has been partly demolished by coastal
corrosion. Excavations at Artyushchenko I are conducted by the Bougaz
group of the Bosporan Archaeological Expedition from the Institute for
the History of Material Culture (St Petersburg). These investigations
revealed the intermittent history of the site.! Populations came and went
for long periods of time.

The site is divided into east and west by an ancient ravine. The results
of the excavations also revealed that the eastern side was inhabited in the
Archaic, Classical and Hellenistic periods, while the western side was
only occupied during the Roman period. During the Archaic period (last
third of the 6% — first third of the 5 century BC) it was mainly populated
by natives of agricultural tribes from the Kuban River region.? The
settlement was probably part of the rural surroundings (y®po) of the polis
Hermonassa. It seems that it was a temporary (seasonal) settlement, visited
by the agriculturalists only during times of field labour.

Remnants of the Classical period (the middle of the 4t century BC)
are less numerous. In the Hellenistic period (the second half of the
31 century — the first part of the 2" century BC) an iron metallurgy
workshop existed for the production of iron.> The small amount of hand-

I Vinogradov 2013 [FO. A. Bunorpanos, “OCHOBHbBIC HTOTY H3Yy4EHHSI TTOCEICHUS
Aprtromienko | (Tamanckuit momyoctpoB)”, IIpobnemovt ucmopuu, guiorocuu u Kyib-
myput], 233-241.

2 Vinogradov 2002 [}O. A. Bunorpajios, “Apxandeckie KOMIUIEKCHI MOCEICHHs
Aprromienko 17, Tamarnckas cmapunal, 61-66; Vinogradov 2006 [“JlenHas kepamuka
apXanvecKkoro BpeMeHHu ¢ mnoceneHus Aptiomenko | ma TamanckoM momyocTpoBe”,
Sanucku UUMK PAH], 69-76.

3 Vinogradov 2010 [}O. A. Bunorpanos, “JKenesonmenarenpHass MacTepckas Ha
nocenenun Aprromenko I (Tamanckuii monyoctpoB)”, bocnopckue umenus), 80—-84.
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made pottery,* the presence of Bosporan coins,’® terracotta figurines® etc.
suggest that it was primarily Greeks who lived here during this period.
This workshop was linked to a series of cult complexes in which, or near
which, a concentration of numerous terracotta figurines has been found.
The cult installations suggest that the small sanctuary was connected to
the workshop.”

Excavations over the last years have taken place on the western part
of the site. Life began here in the 1t century AD, and it was also non-
continuous. The settlement history reveals two periods of inhabitation in
Roman times: pre-Gothic (15t century AD — first half of the 3™ century AD)
and post-Gothic (the second half of the 4™ century AD).

The remains of six primitive ground-dwellings and numerous pits
belong to the pre-Gothic period. Some pits contained skeletons of dogs
and pigs (Fig. 1); these finds may be understood to be sacrificial. In one pit
four human skulls were found alongside other human and animal bones
(Fig. 2). The pit and ground-dwelling discoveries are typical of the culture
of agricultural population of the Bosporan kingdom during the Roman
period (Fig. 3). It should also be stressed that the pieces of hand-made
pottery discovered there were manufactured in a way typical of local
barbarian tribes, and are characteristically found in settlements in this
region (Fig. 3, 4-8).

In all probability during this period the settlement was both rural and
seasonal. Finds of charred cereal grains suggest that the peasants mainly
sowed naked wheat (Triticum aestivum s. 1) and six-rowed barley (Hordeum
vulgare). This combination is typical of the Greek colonies of the Northern

4 Stoyanov 2009 [P. B. CrosiHoB, “JlenHas kepamuka Bropoii mososunsl 111 — mep-
Boii nonosuHsI 11 BB. 10 H. 3. U3 packonok nocenenus Aptromenko 1 (1999-2006 rr.)”,
bocnopckue uccredosanus)], 268-282.

5 Vinogradov, Tereshchenko 2009 [FO. A. Bunorpanos, A. E. Teperenko, “Mo-
HEThI ¢ moceneHust AptromieHko [ Ha Tamanckom nosyoctpoBe”, bocnopckue ucciedo-
eanust], 135-149.

¢ Vinogradov 2005 [FO. A. Bunorpanios, “TeppakoTOBBIE CTaTydSTKH ITOCEIICHHS
Apriowienko 17, in: Yemeepmasn Kybanckas apxeonocuueckas xoupepenyus. Tesucwvl
u doknaowt], 44—46; Vinogradov 2008 [1O. A. Bunorpaios, “TeppakoToBbie CTaTy3TKH
¢ n300paKeHUEM aKTepa W MY3BIKAHTOB C ToceneHus ApTromieHko | Ha TamaHckoM
MOyOCTPOBE”, in: HMHCmMpyMenmanbHas My3vika 6 MENCKYIbIMYPHOM NPOCMPAHCIEe.
IIpobnemuvr apmuxynayuu], 181-184; Novikova 2007 [A. H. HoBukoBa, “M306paxeHue
cuiieHa U3 AptiotieHko 17, in: Bocnopckuil peHomeH: cakpanbHblil CMbLCT pecUOHA, Na-
MSAMHUKOS, HAX000K. Mamepuansl mexcoyHapooHoll nayurol kongepenyuu], 207-210.

7 Vinogradov 2007 [}O. A. Bunorpanos, “KyabToBble KOMILJIEKCHI TOCEICHHUS
Apriomenko | Ha TamanckoM monyocTpoBe”, bocnopckue umenus), 62—65; Vakhtina,
Vinogradov, Goroncharovskiy 2010, 370-373.
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Black sea region.® However, in 2012 a small part of the threshing-floor
(5,60 x 4,80 m) was excavated. The area was covered with a layer of clay
(5 cm thick). A large amount of charred grains of cereals were found during
this investigation of the threshing-floor, but what is highly unusual is that
grains of bearded wheat (7riticum monococcum) were the most numerous
here. This kind of wheat was characteristic of the stepp-forest zone of the
Ukraine and not of Taman peninsula or Kuban River region.’

The remains of three ground-dwellings belong to the post-Gothic
period, of which one is well-preserved (Fig. 4).19 It is rectangular in shape,
with a two-part clay heath situated in the corner. The pottery found in this
ground-dwelling is both numerous and diverse, with fragments of various
types of hand-made pottery forming the majority of the collection. The set
of grains found near the heath is typical of such a find, with naked wheat
(Triticum aestivum s. 1.) the dominant component.

Yurij A. Vinogradov
Institute for the History of Material Culture,
St Petersburg (IHMC RAS)

vincat2008@yandex.ru
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A survey of the excavations at the settlement of Artyushchenko I (Bugazkoe)
conducted by the Bosporan expedition of the Institute for the History of Material
Culture, RAS.
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nopckoit akcneauumei Muctutyta MmarepuaibHoi KynsTypsl PAH.
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Fig. 3. Artyushchenko I. Finds from pits from the 2md—3rd centuries AD:
1 — bronze finger-ring; 2 — bronze fibula; 3 — fragment of red-glazed bowl;
4-8 — fragments of hand-made pottery; 9 — terracotta figurine; /0 — clay weight.



Yu. A. Vinogradov
Artyushchenko I (Taman Peninsula)

Fig. 4. Artyushchenko I. Ground-dwelling (no. XIV) from the second part of
the 4 century AD. View from the North-West.

&

Fig. 5. Artyushchenko I. Ground-dwelling (no. XIV) from the second part of
the 4t century AD. View from the South-East.
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Abbreviations

KSIIMK = KCUHUMK — Kpamxue cooowenus Incmumyma ucmopuu
mamepuanvHou Kynomypsl [Kratkije soobshchenija
Instituta istorii material 'noj kultury)

MIA = MHA — Mamepuanet u uccnedosanus no apxeonoeuu CCCP
[Materialy i issledovanija po archeologii SSSR]

OAK = 0OAK — Omyem umnepamopckou Apxeonocuueckoii Komuccuu
[Otch ot imperatorskoj Arkheologicheskoj komissii)

SA =CA — Cosemckas apxeonozus [Sov etskaja arkheologija)

VDI = B — Becmuuxk opesneii ucmopuu [ V’estnik drevnej istoriji)
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